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Field of the Invention 

The present invention is in the field of methods for making payments 
through payment cards. 

Background of the invention 

Three forms of money in widespread use today throughout the world are 
cash, checks and payment cards (debit or credit). Each has distinct advantages, 
and distinct disadvantages. Cash is readily accepted, easy to use and 
anonymous, but it does not earn interest, it can be lost or stolen, and it is not 
always readily accessible. Checks are not always accepted, but they offer many 
advantages, since they do not have to be written until the time of payment. 
However, they must be physically presented and they are not anonymous. 
Payment cards are readily, but not always, accepted, and they offer many 
advantages over checks. If the card is a credit card, payment can be deferred, 
but the transaction is not anonymous. If the card is a debit card, payment has 
usually been made before its use, but it is anonymous. Accordingly, it is 
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